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PRELUDE 


Opening Sermon 
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Al-hamdu lillah. Indeed, all praise is due to Allah. We praise Him 
and seek His help and forgiveness. We seek refuge with Allah from 
our souls’ evils and our wrong doings. He whom Allah guides, no one 
can misguide; and he whom He misguides, no one can guide. 
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I bear witness that there is no (true) god except Allah — alone 
without a partner, and I bear witness that Muhammad (iH) is His c abd 
(servant) and messenger. 
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«0 you who believe! Revere Allah the right 
reverence, and do not die except as Muslims.» 1 


* * s 
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«0 people! Revere your Lord who has created you 
from a single soul, created from it its mate, and 
dispersed from both of them many men and women. 


xm 


I Al ‘ Imran 3:102. 
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This Edition 

This is the second edition of our original title: “Celebrations in Islam” 
that was published nine years ago (May 1996). Whereas the first 
edition was restricted to translated portions of specific books, this one 
contains independent research for all discussed issues. Therefore, all 
chapters have been rewritten and expanded, making use of an extensive 
list of references that we cite at the end of this book. 

Furthermore, we replaced the chapter on moon sighting with a short 
section on this subject, and added a new chapter on Jumuah. 

The broad and thorough discussions in this book make it an 
important manual and complete reference on festivals and celebrations 
in Islam. Indeed, from Allah (j$g) we seek help and acceptance. 

Acknowledgement 

All praise and thanks are due to our Lord (§i) who facilitated 
completing this work. May He further reward all the Muslims who 
helped and supported this effort in various ways. In particular, may 
Allah (iH) reward my shaykh and teacher, Muhammad Nasir ud-DTn 
al- AlbanT whose works have benefited us in ways beyond description, 
my son ‘Abdullah who designed the original cover of the first edition, 
and my daughters who proofread the manuscript and provided valuable 
suggestions. 

We ask Allah ($g) to make this humble effort helpful and 
profitable to the Muslims, forgive our shortcomings, purify our work 
from hypocrisy and conceit, and accept it from us. 

Our Lord, forgive us and all of the believers, and bestow Your 
peace and praise upon our Prophet Muhammad (iH). 

iMtt/ianunad 

Al-Madlnah al-Munawwarah 
Saturday, 18 Jumada Old 1426 
25 June 2005 


CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCING FESTIVALS 

Definition 

In Arabic, 'id (or festival) is a day on which people gather (to 
celebrate). Its plural is dyad. According to some opinions, it derives 
from “‘add”, which means “returned”, because people return to it 
periodically. According to other opinions, it derives from “‘ adah ”, 
which means “custom” or “habit”, because its celebration is a custom 
or habit among the people. Obviously, these two meanings are related. 
Ibn ul-Arabl said: 

“It is called ‘Id because it returns every year with 
renewed happiness.” 1 

Thus, it is customary for people to celebrate festivals with joy and 
jubilation. 

For Muslims, ‘ids are recurring days designated by Allah (Hi). 
I Hiring them, Allah (S$) renews His favors and distributes His 
blessings to His worshipers. 

Completeness and Perfection of Islam 

Ml ah (fg) is most merciful and kind toward His creation. He never 
deprived people of His guidance — the guidance that can help them 
ac liieve happiness and avoid harm in this life and the hereafter. 

Allah’s guidance contains vital instructions that were brought by 
each of His prophets. ‘Abdullah Bin ‘Amr (t$&) reported that the 
Prophet Muhammad (H) said: 


Sec Lisan ul- e Arab under the root-word “ l Awd\ 
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(( . L$J 'UJbu La jZi |*A j jjuj £ I4J ‘Ul*;! La ^s. 

<Indeed, there was no prophet before me but that it 
was obligatory upon him to guide his people to the 
good that he knew for them, and to warn them from 
the evil that he knew for them .> 1 

This was also part of the conclusive mission of the Final 
Messenger (S), as Abu Tharr (4&) reported from him: 

« x* jisii ^ ^ ^ 

<There is nothing that can bring you closer to 
Jannah and farther from the Fire but has been 
clarified to you (by me ).> 2 


Some pagans skeptically said to Salman 
your prophet taught you everything - 
Salman (4e>) affirmed: 


“It appears as though 
even toilet manners!” 


,(s;i>i js-Luii ji) j»i 


“Yes indeed! He taught us everything — even toilet 
manners!” 3 


Similarly, Abu Hurayrah (4&) reported that the Prophet ($ 
to his companions: 

ilAJI J I a Li 1 ^ LI Ul» 




% .u^ji - y, ajJi jii- -ii 


1 Recorded by Muslim, Ahmad, and others. 

2 Recorded by Ahmad, at-Tabaranl, and others. Verified to be authentic by al-Albant 
( as-SahThah no. 1803). 

3 Recorded by Muslim, Abu Dawud, and others ( Sharh in-NawawT nos. 605, 606, and 
SahThu Abl Dawud no. 5). 
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<Indeed, I am in the position of your father who 
teaches you. Thus, when one of you goes to toilet, he 
should not turn his face or his back toward the 
Qiblah, and should not clean his private area with 
his right hand .> 1 


Therefore, Allah (§|) has favored us with a complete code to direct 
our lives in the best way, in all of our affairs. This perfect guidance is 
Islam. Allah (HI) says: 


f / 00 


c^Jij £^Soi a^l 


r 5 juLii <. ili jjLyi 


«This day I have perfected your religion for you, 
have completed My favor upon you, and have chosen 
for you Islam as your religion .» 2 


Allah ($jg) made this Final Revelation, Islam, a universal message 
to all nations, at all times and locations. Allah ($jg) says: 


V A L* < l^j JLj ^HJlJ liLT YJ Uj> 


^ ? L ^ ^ i x 0 x 

t.T/ «£tl I 1-1- “IT-- 


«We have not sent you (O Muhammad) but to 
humanity at large, as a bringer of good tidings and 
a warner .» 3 


And certainly, for this universal message to be useful to all people 
at all times, it must remain clear from contamination and corruption. 
Allah (t$|) took it upon Himself to fulfill this, as He says: 


^J-l <0 ,'aJ lilj 'jjfl liJji ^*5 



«It is We indeed who have sent down the Thikr (the 


1 Recorded by Abu Dawud, an-Nasal, and others. Verified to be hasan by al-Albam 
{SahThu Abl Dawud no. 6) 

2 Al-Maidah 5:3. 

3 Saba 34:28. 
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Message), and it is We who will surely guard it 
(from corruption ).» 1 


Conclusions: 


a 

Allah’s (§i) great mercy toward people is reflected in sending 
them guidance with every prophet. 

Q 

Islam contains the complete and perfect guidance for humanity. 

C 

Islam does not neglect any information that people need to attain 
happiness and avoid harm in both lives. 

B 

Islam suits all people, at all times, and at all locations. 

e 

Islam has been preserved, and will remain intact through all time 
as the only true guidance from Allah (Big). 


The Two 7ds Are from Allah 

The Islamic festivals are part of Allah’s complete guidance. Anas (4&) 
reported that when the Prophet (^1) migrated to al-Madlnah, he found 
that its people played on two days 2 . He asked, jljj* L»» <What 

are these two days?> They told him that they were festivals that they 
celebrated during Jahiliyyah. So he told them: 

« . ^kftJI fjjj ^ Si* 

* 

<Indeed Allah has substituted them for you with two 
better days: the Day of Adha (sacrifice) and the Day 
of Fitr (breaking the fast ).> 3 

The major rites of hajj are completed with the final tawaf. ' Id ul- 


1 Al-Hijr 14:9. 

2 According to some scholars, these were two old Persian holidays: Nayruz and 
Mihrajan (See ‘ Awn ul-Mabud by al-'AzImabadl). 

3 Recorded by Abu Dawud, an-Nasal, and others. Verified to be authentic by al- 
AlbanT ( SahTh ul-Jami nos. 4381, 4460, as-Sahihah no. 2021, and SahThu AbT 
Dawud no. 1039). 
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Adha marks this, and is highlighted by offering sacrifices and sharing 
meat with the relatives and the needy. 

‘Id ul-Fitr, on the other hand, marks the completion of the fast of 
Ramadan, and is highlighted by giving charity food to the needy. 

These two days are legislated by Allah (H) and are His choice for 
the believers. During them, Allah (Bg) forgives those who performed 
hajj and who fasted, and sheds His mercy on the believers at large. 
Therefore, they are far better than any other festivals devised by 
people. 

Festivals, as well as the manner of celebrating them, are distinctive 
features for nations and communities. Allah (H) says: 


d* ,4^3 3 u M p i <is^ ujl*> f\ jsJj) 

tl £±\ <o >3 .1^x1 ,& ji 


- - 0 > 

L i ' o i i * ^ o , 


«For every nation We have appointed a mansak 
(occasion for worship and sacrifice) in which they 
mention Allah’s name over what He has provided for 
them of (sacrificial) cattle. For your god is one God, 
so submit to Him. And (O Muhammad) give good 
tidings to those who are humble (before Allah ).» 1 


Ibn ‘Abbas (<$&) said that a mansak in this ayah means a ‘id. 2 This 
is because the rites of sacrifice have always been associated with 
festivals in human cultures. This ayah also indicates that Allah is the 
one who assigned the festivals of various nations — which they later 
changed after the corruption of their religions. 

We will see later in this book that, in Islam, there are three major 
'id days: a weekly ‘ id every Friday, and the two above-mentioned 
annual ‘ids — al-Fitr and al-Adha. In addition, the day that precedes 
* Id ul-Adha (i.e., the Day of ‘Arafah) and the three days that follow it 
were named by the Prophet (0) as ‘id days because they supplement 
Id ul-Adha in regard to hajj and sacrifice. 

Thus, the ‘ids are purely religious occasions for the Muslims. They 
.ire the only holidays condoned by Islam, because they are granted to 

1 Al-Hajj 22:34. 

2 TafsTr Ibn KathTr. 









